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Memorandum 

To: Philip Allen, EPA Remedial Project Manager, Patrick Bayou site 

From: Jessica White, NOAA Regional Resource Coordinator 

Subject: Technical Memorandum: Preliminary COPC Selection, Patrick Bayou superfund site 

Date: 10/14/2008 

cc: Vickie Reat, Philip Turner, Tammy Ash, Richard Seiler, Don Pitts, Keith Tischler 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would like to provide the following comments for 
your consideration. 
 
Section 3.2.1 – Refinement of Preliminary COPC, pg 8-9. 
Some of the criteria used to refine the preliminary COPC are questionable.  It is not clear what 
“presence in high concentration” means in terms of refining COPC.   Also, the use of the 85th 
percentile as described in the memo is not appropriate.  Please retain any COPC when the frequency 
of detection is greater than 5 percent regardless of concentration, magnitude of detection, and even if 
there is no benchmark. 
 
Section 4.2.2.3 – Chemicals Not Considered to be COPC, pg 13. 
It is not clear why silver was eliminated as a COPC based upon magnitude of detection.  A hazard 
quotient of 3.1 was provided in the memo, but there was no description for source of the HQ.   Please 
provide more information to support this line of evidence for elimination of silver, or consider omitting 
it from the memo. 
 
Table 4.2 – Please revise this table to include a column which indicates whether the COPC will be 
retained or eliminated based upon the refinement of COPC criteria. 
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